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AT ATHENS. 

A NEW SIKYONIAN INSCRIPTION. 
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Id December 1887, while I was residing at Kiato, the chief town 
(7rpcoT€vov<ra) of the modern deme of Sikyon, during the progress of 
the excavations at the old theatre of Sikyon, an Albanian peasant named 
Ge6rgios Agrapedakes told me that some blocks of stone containing 
iraXaia ypdp,fjiara had been found in a field belonging to him in the 
village of Moulki. 2 On December 18, I went up to Moulki in com- 
pany with my friend Dr. Eustathios Tournakes of Kiato, and there 
we found two blocks of stone, said to have been dug up some three 
years previously. On one of these the inscription, of which a facsimile 
is given above, was quite plainly legible. The length of this block is 
0.70 m., 3 the same as that of the other, on which there seemed to be 
traces of letters obliterated beyond the possibility of decipherment. 
The height of the letters themselves is from 0.02 m. to 0.025 m., the 
former being that of the 0, except in the first line. The stone is of a 

1 These names are all to be found in Pape. Only two are cited as borne by Siky- 
onians, Aischines (Plut., De Her. mat., 21) and Aristokles (Patjs., vi. 9. 1 ; VI. 3. 
11). A Mousos is mentioned (Pa us., v. xxiv. 1 ; Overbeck, Schriftq., 2080) as the 
unknown artist of a statue of Zeus set up at Olympia by " the demos of the Corinthians." 

2 Moulki (MoCAki) is situated N. w. of Basilikd (the modern representative of the 
upper town of Sikyon), near the nord/n rrjs Aexo$as, the ancient 'E\i<T<rt&v. It un- 
doubtedly formed part of the old city before its capture by Demetrios Poliorketes. 
Of. Diodor., xx. 102, 2-4. 

•The thickness of the block is 0.26 m : the original width cannot be determined. 
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brownish color, fairly hard and of coarse grain. It is broken on the 
right-hand side, whence the loss of one or more letters in every word 
except the first and third. The characters, as will be noticed in the fac- 
simile, are quite neatly formed and arranged nearly a-roixv^ov. I made 
a copy of the inscription at the time, as did also Dr. Merriam, to whom 
I exhibited the new find before my return to Kiato ; and, on Decem- 
ber 22, I took a squeeze, on which the facsimile is chiefly based. 

I will now consider the inscription from an epigraphical standpoint. 
The reading, as given in the facsimile, is quite certain ; but the first and 
sixth letters in the second name, the seventh letter in the fourth, and 
the seventh letter in the sixth are somewhat defaced. The inscription, 
when complete, was apparently as transcribed above. 

As regards the characters, we observe : first, the angular form and 
small size of the 0, except in the first line (ef. Eoehl, J. G. A., 27a 
Add.); secondly, the four-barred sigma; thirdly, the angular form 
of the rho; fourthly, the form of the chi, as contrasted with that (+) of 
the Caere inscription (I. G. A., 22 ; Roberts, G. E., No. 95) ; fifthly, the 
forms of mu and nu*; sixthly, the form X = e. On this last, special 
stress is to be laid, as being a point of the greatest importance. 

That X = e was a form peculiar to Sikyon, is not recognized by 
Roehl, nor does Roberts lay it down as a fixed principle, while Kirch- 
hoff (Stud., 4 104-5) still retains under the head of Corinth the inscrip- 
tion of the Caere vase (I. G.A., 22; Roberts, No. 95), in which this 
sign occurs four times. I shall endeavor to show that not only have 
we no proof that the sign X was employed in the Corinthian alpha- 
bet, but that, in view particularly of the present inscription, the first 
one found ipso loco containing this sign, we seem warranted in assum- 
ing that it was peculiar to the Sikyonian alphabet, which appears to 
have been pretty sharply defined, and to have developed with con- 
siderable regularity as well as conservatism. 

The fact that no inscription has been found at Corinth, or to be 
with certainty traced to Corinth, containing this form of epsilon, when 
viewed in connection with the fact that e in the early alphabet of 
Corinth, as well as in that of her colonies, appears as 6 or B (this 
form being also employed for the 17, and ei being usually written as 
E 5 ), goes a long way toward a demonstration of the non-existence 
of the form X = e in the Corinthian alphabet. The proximity of 
Corinth and Sikyon is nothing in favor of influence one way or the 

* Of. I. Q.A., 21, 22 (Roberts, Nos. 94, 95) with I.G.A., 26a Add, (Roberts, No. 93). 
5 Of. Roberts, p. 134. 
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other ; for Sikyon at least seems to have been conservative in a very- 
high degree. 

In this connection, we must, however, admit that too much stress 
has been laid on the peculiar local form of the name, Se/evow. Roehl 
(I. G. A., 17) claims that the inscription scratched on a spear-head 
found at Olympia cannot be the work of a Sikyonian, because the early 
local form of the name was %eicvd>v, and not tiicvmv, as found in this 
case : but one is startled to find in the Addenda (27a) a spear-head 
inscription attributed to a Sikyonian, but apparently from the same 
hand as the last, in which the form X = e occurs in the same word. 
The similarity of the two inscriptions is most striking, notwithstand- 
ing this variation, the same unusual pentagonal o occurring in each, 
and the forms of the other letters, carelessly made it is true, being 
essentially the same as those of I. G. A., 17. One is also surprised 
to notice that Roehl reads 17, 'Zikvcov, rightly considering the three 
parallel scratches at the end as a mark of punctuation, 6 while he reads 
27a Add., %eKvcovt,(cov), taking the perpendicular mark after the N — 
which is taller than any of the undoubted letters — as I, although such 
a form of iota is here, to say the least, in the highest degree improbable. 
It seems to me quite certain that we should read, here, simply Xe/cvmv. 
The testimony of the coins cannot be adduced in support of any theory 
of a consistent local employment of the form Xeicvdov in the fifth cen- 
tury at least ; 7 and, indeed, if the two spear-heads were engraved by 
the same hand, we find here a confirmation of what we may gather 
from the coins, namely, that the local usage was not at all stable, both 
forms being used indifferently. 8 We are then, in my judgment, quite 
safe in numbering /. G. A., 17, among Sikyonian monuments. 

We must, therefore, guard against an assumption of over-conserva- 
tism on the part of the Sikyonians, but at the same time must not be 
led to assume that their alphabet developed with the same rapidity as 
that of Corinth, a point to be emphasized in estimating the probable 
date of the inscription now under consideration. 

Roberts, who groups together the inscriptions of Corinth and its 
colonies and those of Sikyon (G. E., pp. 119-37), distinguishes three 
periods, as follows (pp. 134-5) : first, that comprising the most prim- 
itive inscriptions, in which sari, the older form of fi (A*), the crooked 

6 lAneola quae ad dextram, exarata est, non est litterae vestigium, sed finem tituli indicat. 
''Cf. Head, Historia Numorvm, p. 345. 

8 2iki«4j'ioi is the reading of Fabricius on the serpent-column at Constantinople (cf. 
Roberts, p. 259.) 
2 
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iota, the closed spiritus asper, the older theta, certain peculiar forms of 
gamma (C, <, I), and remarkable forms to express /3 and the E-sounds 
(fc, B, or X 9 ) appear; secondly, that comprising inscriptions "which 
exhibit the straight iota but retain the san " (p. 135) ; thirdly, that 
comprising inscriptions marked by, (1 ) " the adoption of the four-stroke 
sigma," (2) "the gradual substitution of the open H for the closed 
form," (3) " the introduction of the normal form for /S " (p. 135). The 
first of these periods is to be placed as early as the sixth century b. c, 
the second would correspond to the earlier half of the fifth century, 
and the third to the latter half of the same century. 10 

In view of the arguments adduced in the course of the previous 
discussion, we seem justified in attributing to Sikyon both the spear- 
head inscriptions already alluded to (I. G.A., 17, and 27a Add.). In 
one of these the form * = i appears, and in both we have san. These, 
then, are plainly older than I. G.A. 21 and 22, which belong to the 
same period and are to be assigned to the earlier half of the fifth cen- 
tury. Certainly later than these, again, is our new inscription, between 
which and those just mentioned I am in favor of dating I. G. A. 27a 
Add., which is, then, probably to be restored: §XKVONIO[N or 
SXKVONIO[l. n In both these last we find X retained, though in the 
former we have alpha and kappa of later form than in any other early 
Sikyonian inscription, and even later than in I. G. A., 26a Add., a 
Corinthian inscription commemorating the battle of Tanagra (457 b. a). 
In the last-mentioned, however, we have the normal e, and a, v, and ^ 
of the same form as in our new inscription. In view of the latter 
coincidence, as well as of the conservatism of the Sikyonians, we need 
have no hesitation in placing our inscription at least as late as 457 b. c, 
and probably somewhat later. In fact, I would propose the following 
chronological classification of early Sikyonian inscriptions: 

I period, latter part of sixth century b. c. (I. G.A. 17 and 27a Add.); 
ii period, first half of fifth century b. c. (I. G. A. 21, 22) ; 

in period, middle and latter half of fifth century B. c. (I. G. A. 27c 
Add. and the new inscription). 

Mortimer Lamson Eaele, 

Columbia College, New York. Member of the American School 

December, 1888. of Classical Studies at Athens. 

9 " X at Sicyon, at least in the 2d period." 

10 For the grounds of this chronology, which seems very satisfactory, see Eoberts, 
p. 136. 

II Of. Eoehl's remarks ad loc. 



